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Broseley Town Council  

 

Minutes of an Estates Committee meeting 
held at 7 pm on Tuesday 17 November 2020 

by Zoom video  
 

 

Present: 

Cllr.  Simon Harris (Chairman), Cllr. Caroline Bagnall, Cllr. Michael Burton, Cllr. Michael 
Garbett and Cllr. Mark Garbett  

 
In attendance: 

Jenna Munday, Administration Officer  
5 members of the public  

 
436 Chairman’s Welcome   

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
 

437 Apologies for absence 

The following apologies were received:  
 

Councillor  Reason 

Tarlochen Singh-Mohr Illness 

Roy Childs None given 

 

438 Disclosure of Pecuniary Interests  

Members were reminded that they are required to leave the room during the discussion and 
voting on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, whether or not  the 
interest is entered in the Register of Members’ Interests maintained by the Monitoring 
Officer.  
 
The following interests were declared:  
 

COUNCILLOR INTEREST  

Caroline Bagnall  Chair of Birchmeadow Management Committee  

 

439 Minutes 

Members considered for approval the minutes from an Estates Committee meeting held on 21 
July 2020. 
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that approval of these minutes be deferred to the 
next Town Council Meeting.  
 
Members considered for approval  the minutes from an Estates Committee meeting held on 15 
September 2020.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that, following a minor spelling error to correct 
‘Sutton’ to ‘Dutton’ at minute number 385, the minutes to be APPROVED and ADOPTED as a 
true record.  
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440  Clerk’s Report  

Members NOTED  a written report from the Administration Officer  on action taken following 
decisions made at the last meeting.  
Members discussed installing a mesh gri l le to each of the top windows at the Birchmeadow 
centre to prevent vandalism.  
It was AGREED for the Administration Officer to request an additional quotation for the 
next meeting.  
 

441 Birchmeadow Centre Management Committee (BCMC) 

a) Members received a verbal update from the Chairman of the Birchmeadow Centre 
Management Committee, Caroline Bagnall  as follows:  
“As we came out of lockdown last time The Birchmeadow Centre had reopened, some 
regular users had returned and we were receiving enquiries for roo m hire.  
Sadly, the restrictions regarding social  distancing made some of our regular classes 
unviable and they had to cancel their bookings. Clearly, this had an impact on our already 
very much reduced income.  
The second lockdown resulted in our having t o close the Centre once again. Although the 
furlough scheme has been extended, we are sti ll having to pay the wages of one of our 
staff members.  
No income and no sign of things returning to anything near normal provides a bleak 
outlook as we enter the winter.  
We can only hope that we wil l soon be able to welcome the public back to the Centre.  
As ever, thanks are due to our faithful staff, and to the committee for all they have done 
to cope with this difficult  situation ” .  
NOTED.  

 
b) Members received a financial  report on the Birchmeadow Centre from Barry Webb . He 

said that they currently have £9369 in the bank, and if the centre didn’t have the  £10,000 
grant from Shropshire Council and funds from the job retention scheme the centre would  
more than likely be in  the red. This funding has helped keep their heads just above water.  
He added that the profit  and loss report is not looking good and if the centre continues to 
have no income from bookings, events and bar takings , the centre will probably have to 
close as a result.  

 
Simon Milan also gave an update of the current energy used as of 17 November 2020 the 
total energy to date was 43.69 mwh, total emissions saved was 11,167Kg of CO 2,  the 
equivalent trees planted was 511.17 The total FIT payment to date was £ 2,581.47 with 
the next payment due on 3 December 2020.  
Simon also confirmed that he would be investigating the availability of further grant aid 
in view of the reductions in income due to the second lockdown.  
NOTED. 

 
c) Members considered the review of the Bi rchmeadow Centre Management Agreement  

It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED for members to arrange a zoom meeting to 
discuss what requires changing within the agreement.  Recommendations will be 
discussed at the next meeting.  

 

442 Birchmeadow Park  

Members received the following report s: 
 
a) Birchmeadow Park Management Committee 
 
The Management Committee held its AGM at  a committee meeting held remotely on 5th 
October.  All officers were re-elected: Chair - Roy Childs, Vice Chair - Mark Garbett,   
Treasurer - Margaret Dutton, Secretary - Trudi Barrett.  It was agreed to keep the pitch fees 
at the same level.   Broseley Youth Sports were allocated use of both the adult and junior 
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pitches.  There is currently no resident adult team.  The impact of the pandemic continues to 
affect the football teams and general use of the facil ities on the park.  
 

o The end of season pitch renovation has been carried out and the bottom kissing gate 
has been adjusted to open freely and not self -close to make access easier for al l.  

o A new bin has been installed at the top of the park . 
o The metal fencing around the changing room has been repaired.  
o The order has been placed for cutting and laying the hedge adjacent to the mobile 

home park.  
o The outdoor gym equipment has been repair ed. 
o The zip wire has worn and a replacement wire has been ordered . 
o A replacement basket swing has been ordered . 
o The surface of the BMX track needs topping up and there might be sufficient material 

on site.  Re-surfacing work may be required next year .  
o The bollard light was vandalised and has been repaired . 
o Additional work to the new path is stil l awaited . 
o It was agreed to remove the old Bridgnorth District Council  signs .   
o New ‘clean up after your dog’ signs were installed but have been vandalised.   

More wil l be fitted in due course.  
o A manhole cover has been stolen and a replacement is being organised.  

 
Other Matters:  

o £2,655 has been raised from the advertising boards for distribution among local 
organisations.  No bill ing has been undertaken for 12 months a nd the Committee has 
agreed not to invoice advertisers at present as they may be struggling 
financially.  This wil l be revisited in April .  

o The possibility of installing additional benches, possibly memorial or dedicated 
benches has been raised and will be considered further.  

o Town Council proposals for improvements to the park have been reported to the 
management committee.   The committee is in favour of upgrading the play 
equipment.  Other proposals would require further discussion, although it was noted 
that the park is relatively small and already contains a significant amount of 
equipment.  

o Balfour Beatty are carrying out works in Cockshutt Lane and have been using the car 
park and verge for their equipment (without consent).  There are concerns that thi s 
might have damaged the car park surface and the matter is being followed up with 
their customer services department.  

o The outdoor gym equipment has had to be taped off for the current lockdown.  
o The next meeting of the management committee is scheduled for  30th November.  

NOTED. 
 
The chairman expressed that he is not happy with the quality of work carried out by the 
contractor on the new footpath. There are concerns over the water that runs down  the 
footpath off the wet grass;  as the temperatures drops this is a high risk and  becomes 
extremely sl ippery.  
Due to the concern it was suggested for a member of the council to meet with the contractor 
before the repair work is carried out.  
Ian Pickles from the Birchmeadow Park Committee stated they have withheld the final 
payment to the contractor until the issue is resolved.  
Ian also explained that Ed Andrews will  continue to tape off the gym equipment from use on 
a weekly basis.  
 

443  Multi-Use Games Area 

Ian pickles gave a brief update he said that it has been very difficult under the current 
circumstances to arrange a meeting, the chairman has been extremely busy with work 
commitments but they hope to meet sometime in November. 
We will aim to present a full  report at the next meeting.  
NOTED 
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444  Public Toilets 

a) Members considered for approval the purchase of a replacement  door to the public 
toilets at Dark Lane caused by vandalism   

It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED to seek further quotations to 
present at the next council meeting.  

 
b) Members considered for approval a suitable safe access for the Radar Key  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED that the Radar Emergency Key 
should be allocated when the toilets are back  to being fully operational.  

 

445 Turret 

Members Considered for approval a suitable location for the Gun Turret.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED for the chairman to contact 
Harworth, The Haycop, Dark Lane Development, Rosewoods Development and Mr & Mrs 
Garbett to seek views of a possible relocatio n. 
Correspondence will be brought to the ne xt meeting in January 2021 for approval.  
 

448 Correspondence 

Correspondence was received from various residents of Guest Road conce rning the 
advertisement on the Town Council’s website for install ing fencing aroun d the play area.  
Members AGREED that Guest Road play area will remain as it is  and for no fencing to be 
installed. 
 

449 Agenda Items for Next Meeting  

It was AGREED  for the Birchmeadow Park Footpath to be on the next agenda.  
 

450 Date of Next Meeting 

It was NOTED  that the next meeting would take place on Tuesday 19 January 2021. 
 
 

 

Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960  

Pursuant to Section 1(2) of the above Act it was PROPOSED ,  SECONDED  and RESOLVED  that 
due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the public and press should 
not be present.  

 

451 Street Lighting 

a) Members considered for approval a quotation to convert the parishes existing  street 
lighting columns to LED. 
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED for the administration 
officer to send a detailed spreadsheet to each cont ractor to fil l in an individual 
costing for each streetlight column and to present each spreadsheet along with a 
quotation breakdown to the next Town Council meeting for approval.  
It was also AGREED to seek quotes for replacement heritage lights for the high-
street and to have an option to have the existing ball lights reconditioned to present 
at the next meeting.  

 
b) Members considered for approval a quotation to convert and replace streetlight  

columns outside number 86 & 91 King Street to Solar Powered Lanterns.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED that the quote from Now 
Electrical to be accepted at a cost of £3550 + VAT . 
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c) Members considered for approval a quotation to replace a concrete column outside 
17 Wilkinson Avenue to a new steel column.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED that the quote from 
Prysmain to be accepted at a cost of £950.00  
 

452 Cemetery 

a) Members considered for approval the Burial Concession Fees.  
Members discussed the current concessionary criteria and fees that apply to residents 
of Broseley as they are the local taxpayers .  
It was AGREED to research what neighbouring parishes offer and their crit eria to 
qualify for the  concessionary rate. 
More information will  be presented to members at the next meeting . 

 
b) Members considered for approval a quotation for a Hydrogeological Risk Assessment 

to be carried out on the land adjacent to the cemetery.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED  that the quote from 
Groundwater Solutions be accepted at a cost of £2,160.00 . 

 
c) Members considered for approval the installation of war grave signage.  

It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED  for a Commonwealth War 
Grave sign to be fitted to the cemetery noticeboard within the entrance of the 
cemetery.  

 

453 Guest Road 

a) Members NOTED the 2020 ROSPA Inspection Report.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED that  all  of the highlighted 
works should be carried out.  

 
b) Members considered for approval a quotation to reinstate the surfaces around the 

play equipment.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED to recommend and approve 
that a £10,000 budget be allocated for the required works to the play a rea at the 
next Town Council meeting and to instruct a suitable contractor.  

 
c) Members considered for retrospective approval the expenditure of £31.95 for a 

replacement goal net and clips.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED  to approve the expenditure.  

 

454 Van 

Members considered for  retrospective approval the expenditure for the van repairs.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED  to approve the expenditure.  
 

455 Birchmeadow 

Members considered for  retrospective approval the expenditure of £54.00 for repairs to the 
broken bollard.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED  to approve the expenditure.  
 

456 Work Vehicle  

Members considered for approval a quotation to either hire a van or purchase as a matter of  
urgency.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED  for the administration officer to 
seek further quotes to put forward to the Town C ouncil for urgent approval on Wednesday 
25 November.  
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The meeting closed at 21:30. 

 
 
 
 
 
Signed:        Date: 
 
Chairman 


